Tool use by nonhuman animals has received much research attention in the last couple of decades. Nevertheless, research has focused mostly on vertebrates, particularly primates and corvids, even though tool use has also been documented in insects. One of the best documented examples involves ants using debris (e.g. sand grains, mud, leaf fragments) to collect and transport liquid food to their nest. However, little is known about the factors that determine the selection of materials to be used as tools. We investigated tool selection in two species of Aphaenogaster ants by giving them the choice between different kinds of potential tools (natural and artificial objects). Ant workers showed a clear preference for certain materials to be used as tool objects. Tool selection was also shaped by familiarity with the material as ants developed a preference for artificial tools with a good soaking capacity that cannot be found in their natural environment. Our results indicate that ants of this genus have evolved unique foraging strategies and show plasticity in their behaviour.
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Once considered unique to humans, tool use is now known to be widespread in the animal kingdom (Bentley-Condit & Smith, 2010; Shumaker, Walkup, & Beck, 2011) . Moreover, in the last two decades our general understanding of the mechanisms underlying flexible tool use has greatly increased (Sanz, Call, & Boesch, 2013) . Some species can make tools to meet specific task demands (e.g. Although these findings are concerned with vertebrates, mostly primates (chimpanzees, Pan troglodytes, orang-utans, Pongo pygmaeus, and capuchin monkeys, Cebus apella) and passerine birds (New Caledonian crows, Corvus moneduloides, rooks, Corvus frugilegus, woodpecker finches, Camarhynchus pallidus) (Sanz et al., 2013) , tool use also occurs in invertebrates. For instance, a recently compiled catalogue reports about 50 cases of tool use in insects, involving 30 different genera (Bentley-Condit & Smith, 2010) . However, little is known about the occurrence of flexible tool use in invertebrates. For instance, weaver ants use the silk produced by their larvae in nest building but this is not considered 'true' tool use because ants use an animate object (Pierce, 1986) . Antlions and wormlions throwing out sand to make small prey fall inside their conical pits does qualify as tool use. Although this behaviour is stereotyped, it is not completely fixed: antlions modify the characteristics of their trap in line with hunger level, prey availability, predation threat and other environmental conditions such as light and temperature; however, the influence of experience upon this flexibility is unclear (Scharf, Lubin, & Ovadia, 2011) . Antlions and wormlions also prefer specific substrates for pit building or ambushing prey (Devetak & Arnett, 2015) . The use of pebbles to close burrows containing eggs and prey in some apoid wasps (Ammophila, Sphex) is flexible because it requires the selection of suitable pebbles (Evans & Eberhard, 1970) .
One of the best documented examples of tool use by insects involves using debris to transport food by some species of ants including the harvester ant Pogonomyrmex badius (Morrill, 1972) ,
